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lounging out on the deck getting a suntan. | want to talk about the
differences between American schools and Japanese schools. To this
day, | have taught elementary thru high school. Boy how different it is
from Americal When | first came to Japan, the biggest thing that
surprised me was how clean the schools were and the fact that they
were cleaned by the students and teachers themselves. In America, we
have custodians or “misbehaved” students cleaning the classes and
grounds. Custodians are paid to clean and fix the schools and when
students are late or miss class in high school, they have “detention”.
That is when they have to stay afterschool or go in on the weekend to
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clean the school under the supervision of someone. Another event that
took me by surprise is the Sports Festivals. | am often asked if we have

rallies. My list of differences between American and Japanese schools
can goon and on, so | will continue them in my next article. Till we meet

Sparts Festivals in America and the answer is we don't. | am very maved by how hard
the students work for this day and how everyone is united. In America,
| think the equivalent is Homecoming. It is an annual football game in
high school that promotes unity among the students and staff. For one
week before the big game, there are lunch time events and school
again, keep cool and enjoy the upcoming summer months!
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